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1- MethodWor the in_ S at £ o_prepara t ion of 
starting materials for micropropagation and/or storage of 
germplasm, comprising the steps of: 

a) contacting pl an t material with a micro- 

5 organism that induces fas^^ a ^^nn / 

r "sciation and/or one or more 

fascxatxon-inducing factors derived from the micro- 
organism or derived jfrom the infected and/or fasciated 



10 th. i b) deVel ° pin f leaf y 9-11- °r shoot outgrows on 
10 the plant material; aVid 

the star r iS ° lating F he leaf V 9*11- or shoot outgrows as 
tfte startxng materials. 

2. Method f or Ithe in v-i*-w-, 
nl^nho u- t. 1 vl <^<-> micropropagation of 

IS claTm \ Tt, meth0d C r PriSeS meth ° d aS Claimed in 

claim i. further characterized by the steps of 

that ind d) Sl ; minatin9 P r -activating the micro-organism 
that Educes fasciation and/or the one or more 
fasciation-related factors derived from the micro- 
organism or derived -FmrA ^ u _ 
20 tissue; fr T he lnfecte <* and/or fasciated 

or on ^ CUltUring the Uafy gall or shoot outgrows ±n 
or on one or more* cm-; *- -unl t 

and m „, * ? suitablfe culture media to allow shoot 
and root development for Ltaining plantlets; and 

25 ooti n , £> trans£errin 9 '{» plantlets thus obtained. 

conalt ■ COli -+^ to conventional growing 

conditions to obtain regenerated plants 

ae™, 3 ' ? Ch ° d V re «"«ion of piants or 

30 the 1::; ; a :t r s „o h :r c, r* ed by the step ° f st °— 

conditions "T*™" U ° d " ^°" th limit ^ 

fasciation' "T"* " " Claims ^ » h «ein the 

^at.on-.nducxng .icro-orLnis. is Kfco^oc^ 

" m, 5 ' " eCh0d 33 clai "» d \ in clai "> 3 and 4 wherein 

^e growth limiting condicion ^ ^ 
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of about 4»C or crVo -conserving conditions, such as 
storage in liquid Aitrogen. 

6. Method L claimed in claims 1-5 , wherein the 
Plant material composes explants. such as leaf discs, 

5 organs, .tissue fragments, seedlings, seeds, embryos, 
isolated cells, protoplasts, cell cultures and callus 
tissues . 

7. Method as Claimed in claims 1-6, wherein the 
plant material is material of species of the genera 

10 Brassicaoeae , galjcacfUe, Compos M.» selant^ 

Scrophulari»re^ , UliftW, Pa^averaceae , Graminea* and 
Fabaceae . 1 

8. Method for tke in vitro micropropagation of 
plants, which method comprises the method of claim 3 and 

15 optionally the subsequent removal or inactivation of 
still present micro- organisms that induce fasciation 
and/or fasciation related! factors derived from the micro- 
organism or derived from ke infected and/or fasciated 
tissue, culturing the leafk, gall or shoot outgrows in or 

20 on one or more suitable culture media to induce shoot and 
root development for obtaining plantlets, and 
transferring the plantlets Uus obtained, optionally 
after acclimisation, to conventional growing conditions 
to obtain regenerated plants 
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